


SUVA TYPE FOUNDRY 
SPECIMEN NO. 1

SUVA Type Foundry Specimen No. 1, 
published on the occasion of the launch 
of SUVA Type Foundry, presents  
a selection of original fonts created 
2010–2018 at the Department of 
Graphic Design, Estonian Academy of 
Arts (EKA GD). SUVA Type Foundry  
is a web platform featuring fonts 
designed by students and faculty in  
various workshops, courses and 
projects. The platform and specimen 
gathering the typefaces exhibits  
the department’s ever-growing archive. 

SUVA Type Foundry Specimen No. 1 
introduces a selection of fonts from the  
web platform and various printed 
matter, where the fonts have been used. 

Esimene

TIR Not Mono

Kalev

Nocturnal

My Maps Sans

Open Aviscript

Võrsik

Kulm

Burn Tracks

Coffee Time

Napulo

Mirror Script

Sirkel

Masurka

Owl Cave

Pretzel

East-Funk

Vimka

Cap Sizun

Leimzy

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

Lambiseim

Cofe Sans

Bomber Fraktur

Keynote Sans

Soy 

Varenyky

Chaos

Peet

Stereo Sans

Jaan

Teibifont

Kalligro

Anne

Mozzarella

Vesi

Crazycatlady

Telah

Yoga

Naps

ERKI

42

44

46

48

50

52

54

56

58

60

62

64

66

68

70

72

74

76

78

80

A
B

C
D

E
FG

H

N
O

PQ
r
S
z

T
U

V W
õ

Ä
Ö
Ü
x

Y
1

2
3

4
5
6
78
9
0

I
J

K
l
M



2

Aa
Andree PaatEsimene regulaarne

Quirky geometric typeface based on 5 random objects.
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Emoji are 
ideograms and 
smileys used 
in electronic 

messages and 
web pages. 
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Aimur TakkTIR Not Mono

Inspired by a license plate of a trailer that is a project space. 
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Emoji exist 
in various 
genres,
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Jaan RõõmusKalev Grotesk

Typeface based on solid metal letters from the former
 roof of the Kalev Sports Hall in Tallinn.
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including facial 
expressions, common 
objects, places and 

types of weather, and 
animals. They are much 

like emoticons, but 
emoji are actual pictures 
instead of typographics.  

Originally meaning 
pictograph, the word 

emoji comes from 
Japanese e (“picture”) + 

moji (“character”).  
The resemblance to the 
English words emotion 
and emoticon is purely 
coincidental. The ISO 
15924 script code for 

emoji is Zsye.
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Katarina SarapNocturnal

Font presents a wish to find out what happens in our heads  
while sleeping, and to catch our dreams before they slip away. 
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Andree PaatMy Maps Sans

14 fonts designed with Google My Maps.
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Robinson

Stereographic

Bonne

Mercator
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Lambert-Conformal-Conic

Polyconic

mobile phones in 
1999, emoji became 
increasingly popular 

worldwide in the 
2010s after being 
added to several 
mobile operating 

systems.
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Ivar SakkOpen Aviscript

A simpler script for teaching handwriting at
 Estonian elementary schools.
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They are now considered to be a large part of popular 
culture in the west. In 2015, Oxford Dictionaries 
named the Face with Tears of Joy emoji the Word  
of the Year.

The development of emoji was predated by text-based 
emoticons, as well as graphical representations, inside 
and outside of Japan.

The first emoji was created in 1999 in Japan by 
Shigetaka Kurita. He was part of the team working 
on NTT DoCoMo’s i-mode mobile Internet platform.
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Karri KaljendVõrsik

Typeface that tries to capture movement and speed.
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Kurita took 
inspiration 

from weather 
forecasts  
that used
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Laura MerendiKulm

When swearing people often furrow their eyebrows. 
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Hans-Erik PõldojaBurn Tracks

Drawings created with a bottle-cap inspired the typeface. 
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to show 
weather, Chinese 
characters and 
street signs, 
and from manga 
that used stock 

symbols to 
express emotions,  
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Maria MuukCoffee Time

Eating and drinking from disposable
 cups and plates prompted the type. 

2014
A

B
C

D
E

F
G

H
IJ

K
L

M
N

O
P
Q

R
S

Z
T

U
VW

Õ
Ä

Ö
Ü

X
Y

0123456789

such as 
lightbulbs
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K
Kersti HeileNapulo

There are 12 zodiac signs. 

2017
A

B
C

D
E
F

G
H

I
J

K
L
M
N

O
P
Q
R

S
Z
T

U
V

W
Õ
Ä

Ö
Ü

X
Y

0123456789

SIGNIFYING 
INSPIRATION.

EMOJI WERE 
INITIALLY 
USED BY THE 
JAPANESE 
MOBILE 

OPERATORS NTT 
DOCOMO, AU, 

AND SOFTBANK 
MOBILE. 
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Mai BauvaldMirror Script

Lazy handwriting, which is readable with a mirror.

2016
a
b

c
d

e
f
g
h
i
j
k
l
m

n
o

p
q
r
s
z
t
u

v
w

äöü
x
y

These 
companies 

each



26

m
Aimur TakkSirkel

An instrument that draws a circle.
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defined their own 
variants of emoji 
using proprietary 

standards.
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Maria MuukMasurka

Digitalized version of “Tänapäeva kiri” by Villu Toots (1956). 
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The first set of 176 12x12 pixel emoji was 
created as part of i-mode's messaging 

features to help facilitate electronic 
communication, and to serve as  

a distinguishing feature from other services. 
Kurita created the first 180 emoji based 

on the expressions that he observed people 
making and other things in the city.
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Villem SarapuuOwl Cave

Twin Peaks is a cult television series.
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The popularity 
of emoji  

has caused
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Pp
Else LagerspetzPretzel

Pretzels, straws and party flags – a children’s party!
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pressure from vendors 
and international markets 
to add additional designs 

into the Unicode standard
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Väino ÕunEast-Funk

70s and 80s eastern vinyl cover aesthetics,  
soviet, retro, indian and arabic calligraphy. 
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t o  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f 
different cultures. Unicode 
7.0 added approximately 
250 emoji, many from the 
Webdings and Wingdings fonts. 
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Andree PaatVimka

A quick test that mixes the features of  
a regular sans serif with some unexpected tricks.
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some characters 
now defined as 

emoji are inherited 
from a variety 
of pre-unicode 

messenger systems 
not only used  

in japan, including 
yahoo and msn 

messenger unicode  
added another  
emoji, including 

articles of sports. 

equipment such as  

the cricket bat, 

food items such as 

the taco, signs  

of the zodiac, new 

facial expressions, 

and symbols for 

places of worship. 
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Eva RankCap Sizun

A reverse contrast font inspired by movements of  
a broad nib pen.
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JOURNALISTS 
HAVE NOTED
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Karmo JärvLeimzy

Listening to J Dilla, Madlib and Madvillain.
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that the 
ambiguity of 

emoji 
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Kenneth AllikLambiseim

Lightning is essential.
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HAS 
ALLOWED
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Uu
Maria MuukCofe Sans

A more readable version of Coffee Time (p. 20). 
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them to take on culture-
specifc meanings not 
present in the original 
glyphs. For example, 
NAIL POLISH has been 
described as being used 
in Engl ish- language 
communities to signify 
“non-caring fabulous- 
ness” and “anything from 

shutting haters down  
to a sense of accomplish-
ment”. Unicode manuals 
sometimes provide notes 
on auxiliary meanings 
of an object to guide 
designers on how emoji 
may be used, for example 
noting that some users 
may expect



46

V

Mathias VäärsiBomber Fraktur

If you were a steak you would be well done.
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SEAT TO 
STAND FOR                    
A RESERVED  
OR TICKETED  
SEAT AS FOR 
AN AIRPLANE

 TRAIN OR 
THEATER



48

Ww
Andree PaatKeynote Sans

Font family of 3 styles drawn in Apple’s Keynote using a stroke
 with different weights. As the line thickens, the visual mistakes 

caused by the software become more pronounced.
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As of July 
2017
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Paul-Hendrik PihoSoy

There would be no sushi without soy. 
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there were 2,666 emoji 
on the official Unicode 

Standard list. 

SwiftKey found that 
"Face with Tears of 
Joy" was the most 

popular emoji across 
the world. 
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Anneli KripsaarVarenyky

Ukrainian cuisine is really special.
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THE 
AMERICAN 
Dialect
Society
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Sigrid LiiraChaos

Relationship between humans and technology
and everything in between. 

2018
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M

N
O

P
Q
R
S
Z
T
U
V
W

Õ
Ä
Ö
Ü
X
Y

0123456789

DECLARED 
AUBERGINE TO 
BE THE MOST 

NOTABLE 
EMOJI OF 

2015 IN THEIR 
WORD OF 
THE YEAR 
VOTE. 
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Mirjam ReiliPeet

Digitalized typeface based on an exhibition poster designed  
by Estonian painter and graphic artist Peet Aren (1889–1970).
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that emoji
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Joonas TimmiStereo Sans

A stereometric font, unreadable at first but can be decrypted by  
projecting its three-dimensional form to a plane.

2017
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O

P
Q
R
S
Z
T
U
V
W
Õ
Ä
Ö
Ü
X
Y

0123456789

are



60

yY
Jaan RõõmusJaan

Putting letters on paper in an untraditional way. 
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often misunderstood. In some 
cases, this misunderstanding  
is related to how the actual 
emoji design is interpreted  

by the viewer; in other cases, 
the emoji that was sent is  

not shown in the same way on 
the receiving side.

The first issue relates  
to the cultural or contextual 
interpretation of the emoji.
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Andree PaatTeibifont

Inspired by duct tape, and created for  
the Department of Interior Architecture at EKA. 
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When the 
author 

picks an
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Aimur TakkKalliGro

This font has both grotesk and calligraphic forms in its skeleton.
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emoji,
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Roven JõekäärAnne

New York Club Kids.
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THEY THINK 
ABOUT IT IN A 

CERTAIN WAY, 
BUT THE SAME 

CHARACTER MAY 
NOT TRIGGER
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Stenly PoksMozzarella

Mozzarella is the best cheese.
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the same
thoughts
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Patrick ZavadskisVesi

Water saves the world.
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IN THE MIND OF THE RECEIVER.  
FOR EXAMPLE, PEOPLE IN CHINA  
HAVE DEVELOPED A SYSTEM  
FOR USING EMOJI SUBVERSIVELY,  
SO THAT A SMILEY FACE COULD  
BE SENT TO CONVEY A DESPISING, 
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Syret KärtCrazycatlady

Reading defeats boredom.
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 MOCKING 

and  even 

noxious 

attitude,
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Mari HüvatoTelah

Next phase in evolution after humankind. 
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Elisabeth JuusuYoga

Yoga makes you feel good.

2018
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O

P
Q
R
S
Z
T
U
V
W
Õ
Ä
Ö
Ü
X
Y

0123456789

ORBICULAR OCULI  
(THE MUSCLE NEAR 
THAT UPPER EYE 

CORNER) ON THE FACE 
OF THE EMOJI DOES 
NOT MOVE, AND THE
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Maria MuukNAPS

Created for a spontaneous bar, and inspired by letters on  
a postmodernist flower shop designed by Vilen Künnapu.
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ORIS
ORBICULARIS
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Aimur TakkERKI 30

Typeface for the 30th ERKI Fashion Show is inspired by  
the designs created at ERKI in 1970-1980.
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“THE ONE NEAR 
THE MOUTH” 

TIGHTENS, WHICH 
IS BELIEVED TO 
BE A SIGN OF 

SUPPRESSING A 
SMILE.
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